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SDF was inaugurated in 2010 by heads of the 
eight SAARC Member States ςAfghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Year 2020: 10 YEARS Of SDF

As a regional funding institution 
for programmes and projects in 
all the eight SAARC Member 
States, our mandate is to 
promote the welfare of the 
people of SAARC region,to 
improve their quality of life, to 
accelerate economic growth, 
social progress and poverty 
alleviation in the region and to 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ άRegional 
Cooperation and Integration 
Through Project CollaborationέΦ
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Governance Structure of SDF

Governing Council

Board of Directors

SDF Secretariat

Finance Ministers of 8 
SAARC Member States

Representatives from  8 
Member States + 

SG, SAARC + CEO, SDF

Å SDF Senior Management consists of CEO, 
Directors  and Assistant Directors 

Å SDF Secretariat consists of Managers, 
Program Officers & Support staff
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× Social Window funds
projects on poverty 
alleviation, social 
development focusing 
on education; health; 
human resources 
development; support 
to vulnerable/ 
disadvantaged 
segments of the 
society; funding needs 
of communities, 
micro-enterprises, 
rural infrastructure 
development.

× Economic Windowextends 
funding to projects in Trade and 
Industrial Development, 
Agriculture and allied sectors, 
Services Sector, Science and 
Technology, and other non-
Infrastructure areas.

Å Micro Small and Medium Enterprise 
(MSME) program: SDF proposes to 
fund MSME program in SAARC 
Member States. MSME funding 
scheme within the Economic Window 
of SDF.The MSME Funding Scheme of 
SDF has recently been approved in 
the 30th SDF Board meeting.

× Infrastructure 
Window of SDF 
extends funding to 
projects in Energy, 
Power, 
Transportation, 
Telecommunication, 
Environment, 
Tourism and other 
Infrastructure areas

. 

SDF Funding Windows
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SDF Funded Projects Geographical Representation
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Financial Achievements 
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SDF Capital Structure

SDF Authorized Capital USD 1.5 Billion

SDF Total Capital Base USD 540.55 Million 

Cumulative Return on Investment (Unaudited 
Provisional Figure) 

USD 145.41 Million

SDF Fund Commitments 

Under Social Window USD 73.74 Million

Under Economic & Infrastructure Windows USD 73 Million

Under MSME Program USD 50 Million

Fund Disbursement 

Under Social Window USD 48.86 Million

Under Economic & Infrastructure Windows USD 13 Million

*SDF financials are audited by certified international external auditors



Fund Allocation Status
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The available fund under each window after deducting the fund commitment as on Dec 2019 
(Unaudited figure) is furnished below:

Windows
Allocation (USD) in 

million
Commitment 

(USD)in million
Disbursement (USD) 

in million
Available Fund 
(USD) in million

Social Window
121.81 73.74 48.65 48.06

Economic Window
194.47 13.00 13.00 181.47

Infrastructure Window
187.38

-
- 187.38

Total 503.65 86.74 61.65 416.91
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Achievements under the Social Windows 

Projects ApprovedImplementing 80 projects (in 12 areas) under the 
Social window. 

Funds disbursedDisbursed USD 48.86 million for Social Window
projects in all the SAARC Member States

54 Projects completed and 22 successfully closed

The regional Social Window projects include strengthening the livelihood of home-based
workers (SABAH), reducing the mother and child mortality, addressing the needs of
farmers, providing Zero-Energy Cold storage facilities for agricultural products,
delivering connectivity and content of e-governance to rural folks through ICT, ending
violence against children and women, supporting inter -professional Masters Programme
in rehabilitation science,improving accessto water, sanitation and hygiene in the SAARC
region and setting up a consortium of climate smart agriculture in South Asia.



Status of SDF projects

SOCIALWINDOWPROJECTS

SlNo Descriptionof Project ParticipatingMemberStates Amount

(USDMillion)

1 Strengtheningthe livelihoodinitiative for homebasedworkersin SAARCRegion All SAARCMemberStates 21.07

2 StrengtheningMaternalandChildHealthIncludingImmunization All SAARCMemberStates 15.04

3 Scalingup of Zero EnergyCold Storage(ZECS)technology for the horticultural

commoditiesin the highhillsof SAARCcountries

Afghanistan,Bhutan,IndiaandNepal 3.38

4 EmpoweringRuralCommunities: Reachingthe Unreached Bangladesh,Bhutan,MaldivesandNepal 7.94

5 SouthAsiaInitiativeto EndViolenceAgainstChildren(SAIEVAC) All SAARCMemberStatesexpectIndia 2.60

6 Post- HarvestManagementandValueAdditionof Fruitsin ProductionCatchments

in SAARCCountries

All SAARCMemberStatesexceptIndia 4.98
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Status of SDF projects

7 RegionalInter-professionalaŀǎǘŜǊΩǎProgramin RehabilitationScience All SAARCMember States. Implemented by

the Center for Rehabilitation of Paralyzed

(CRP),Bangladesh

1.50

8 TollFreeHelplinesfor WomenandChildrenin SAARCMemberStates All SAARCMemberStatesexpectIndia 4.00

9 Strengtheningof Water,SanitationandHygiene(WASH)servicesin selectedareas

of SAARCCountries

Afghanistan, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan

andSriLanka

6.30

10 Promoting Integrated Bamboo Based Enterprise Development among SAARC

Countries

Afghanistan,Bangladesh,Bhutan,India,Nepal,

Pakistan

4.39

11 Networking and capacitybuilding of women entrepreneurs(SMEs)from SAARC

Countries

All SAARCMemberStates 0.73

12 Livelihoodenhancementof small farmers in SAARCregion through small agro-

businessfocusingon valuechaindevelopment

All SAARCMemberStates 1.81
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SOCIALWINDOWPROJECTS..conti

SlNo Descriptionof Project ParticipatingMemberStates Amount

(USDMillion)



Status of project closure
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SDF Funded Social Window Projects in Bhutan 
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SDF Funded Projects in Bhutan 
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Economic and Infrastructure Windows:  

Purchase of ATR Aircraft for Druk Air                                              : USD 13 M

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) : USD 10 M

Social Window:

SDF's fund commitment for Bhutan : USD 8.48 M

Total disbursement   (as of June 2020)                                               : USD 7.71 M

Projects supported and implemented : 10 

Ongoing projects : 3

Closed projects : 7

Board-Approved project : IFAD - Consortium for Scaling Up Climate Smart Agriculture in South Asia 

For Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Pakistan and Sri Lanka       :USD 0.75 million

Board Approval is awaited for:

World Food Programme Ɂ2ÊÈÓÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯÍÖÙÛÐÍÐÌËɯÙÐÊÌɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ: USD 2.25 M (Bhutan component) 

ÚÖÊÐÈÓɯÚÈÍÌÛàɯÕÌÛɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÚɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯ!ÏÜÛÈÕȮɯ-Ì×ÈÓɯȫɯ2ÙÐɯ+ÈÕÒÈȭɂ

Proposal from the Ministry of Health, Bhutan for COVID -19 Emergency Financial grant: USD 1 M

Total: USD 39.19 M



SDF Funded Social Window Projects in Bhutan 
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Achievements under Social Window 

115 Community e-Centers (CeCs) 
- CeC Project

8 Trade Facilitation Centers 
(TFCs)- SABAH Project.

52 Special Care Newborn 
Units - MCH Project

12 Zero Energy Cold Storage-
ZECS project.

24 Community Facilitation 
Centers(CFCs)- SABAH Project

12 pack houses,6 processing centers, 6 
cold stores, 2 fruit ripening chambers 
and 3 banana value addition facilities -
Post-Harvest Project.1 five-floor international students 

hostel - CRP Project
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